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has enabled you to become responsible citizens and competent professionals. We look forward to starting 
a new association with you as distinguished alumni. 

I once again thank the Chief Guest of this 19th Convocation, Hon’ble Minister of Education Shri Dharmendra 
Pradhan, our Guest of Honour Hon’ble Secretary Dept. of Space and Chairman ISRO Dr. K. Sivan, Member 
of Parliament Mr. Nalin Kumar Kateel, Member of Legislative Assembly Dr. Y. Bharath Shetty, Distinguished 
alumnus Mr. Suhas L. Yathiraj, Members of the BOG, Members of the Senate and all other distinguished 
guests for being a part of our celebration today. 

I also place on record my honest appreciation of all our faculty, staff and students, who have worked 
relentlessly to strengthen and improve our system. I would also like to place on record the support received 
from the District Administration in various activities of the institute from time to time. I am sure that your 
support and goodwill of our stakeholders, combined with the natural talent of students, the dedication 
and sense of duty of faculty/staff members will enable NITK Surathkal to achieve further excellence to 
serve the nation and contribute to the mission of ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’.

Thank you all, 

Jai Hind!
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Further, working at different levels in the space program and rising to the helm of affairs of ISRO indicated 
that I had become familiar with the knowledge and the many tools needed not only to manage this complex 
system but also to make the benefits of the Space programme reach all over the country. 

So, my dear graduating students, each of you have shown your excellence in your academics and now it is 
time to take forward the momentum to the next phase to achieve your goals. 

In this post-pandemic time, the world is fast evolving, impacting several facets of our society. Science and 
technology have been the key elements in this transformational process. There are several challenging 
areas for you like machine learning, artificial intelligence, big data analytics, Space, aeronautics, genetic 
engineering, etc. We are also facing global challenges like climate change and natural disasters which are 
going to dramatically alter the face of the Earth and humankind in the not-so-distant future. This in turn, is 
going to have an impact on our lives and this is going to be the biggest challenge to our future generations. 
And we need to sustain ourselves in these changing scenarios. 

So, my dear students, the most important need in the coming years is to respond to these challenges 
and come up with strategies that will enable humankind to adapt to these unprecedented changing 
situations—not only through science and technology but also through social, economic, cultural, and 
other related characteristics of society. Space and aeronautics also have huge potential to change the 
character of humankind in this context. As a young generation, you need to contribute towards developing 
a new blueprint to manage the Earth and outer space and make it sustainable for human habitation at all 
times. So, these are the big challenges.

Now coming to opportunities that are open to you – particularly for engineers: you are in an environment 
conducive for entrepreneurship which can really boost your motivation, innovative thinking, and 
productivity. In fact, almost all countries are promoting this spirit of entrepreneurship among its youth 
who can start their own companies capable of improving not only the productivity and economy of a 
country but also unleash a grassroot movement of innovation that combines growth with gain, benefitting 
both the individual as well as the country. 

In India too, there are immense possibilities opening up for those who want to become start-up 
entrepreneurs. Among several factors that make such an initiative realistic – the more important ones 
– are the availability of abundant venture capital, able mentors who are eager to provide guidance, and 
inexpensive technology that makes start-up businesses possible on a shoestring. As we see, India is now in 
a start-up boom. Many professionals are leaving behind well-paid jobs and are responding to the demand 
of the indigenous consumers. At the same time, such entrepreneurs are linked to the global interest in 
Indian innovation.

Space sector has also undergone reforms to align to this changing scenario towards Atmanirbhar Bharath. 
So, the government has set an important vision to create a space industry ecosystem to generate 
more revenues from space business and has brought the reforms in Space. All establishments under 
the Department of Space have revised mandates including ISRO and the newly formed IN-SPACe with 
its mandate for regulating and promoting space activities in India. Post space reforms, many young 
entrepreneurs have progressed well in their space start-ups ventures. The opportunities are open to you 
too!
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Coming to the role of your institute, India’s strategic efforts need considerable support from research and 
educational organisations not only for creating the necessary human resources but also for undertaking 
advanced research programmes to enable the continuous upgrading of our strategic capabilities. This 
institute can certainly play a lead role in this connection.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that NIT Surathkal is joining hands with ISRO contributing towards ISRO’s 
research activities. This needs to be expanded to a larger scale in future as the sectoral reforms in Space 
have opened huge opportunities for you. Applications of space technologies are multiplying in the country 
post space sector reforms, so do the derived impacts. Therefore, you must make use of these opportunities.

I hope I could convey something through my talk on how you could contribute to nation-building. I also 
wanted to convey some tips to the graduating students, which you need to practice in your life:

Please do what is close to your heart and be passionate about it. This will ensure excellence and perfection 
in all you achieve.

Give less priority to monetary benefits while you are pursuing your profession. These priorities may have 
the undesirable outcome of compromising the best that is inherent in you.

Knowledge has a highly dynamic character and therefore, you must always update your knowledge through 
various available sources and be competent. 

My dear friends, coming from an institution rich in traditions of excellence and abounding in the joys 
of learning, now the world waits for your role in solving the complex and challenging problems facing 
humankind.

As work is going to fill a large part of your life, love what you do and always keep looking for what is wanted 
by you until you know you found it. I wish all the students a bright future ahead.

Thank You!

Jai Hind!
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	 A S Kasyap Vasudevan	 Geotechnical Engineering

	 Bhagyaraj U	 Geotechnical Engineering

	 Kadeeja Sensy	 Structural Engineering

	 Arathy Lal	 Transportation Engineering

	 Gune Parikshit Nirmalchandra	 Computer Science & Engineering

	 Bhonge Himanshu Narendra	 Computer Science & Engineering – Information
			  Security

	 Kale Balaji Govindrao	 Power & Energy Systems

	 Lepuri Jathin Sravan Kumar	 Communication Engineering and Networks

	 Pasumarthi Manindra Kumar	 Signal Processing and Machine Learning
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	 Kancharla Keerthi	 VLSI Design

	 Rahul Naryani	 VLSI Design

	 Tondapi Venkatesh	 VLSI Design

	 Naveen Yadav	 Information Technology

	 Mekala Sai Nikhil	 Computational and Data Science

	 Rohith Prakash	 Mechanical Design

	 Bobbili Sai Suneel Kumar	 Manufacturing Engineering

	 Ian Robin Kunder	 Manufacturing Engineering

	 Aishwarya Pillai	 Mechatronics Engineering
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LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS

Dr. B.S. Samaga Award for the student with best academic 
record in M.Tech. (Thermal Engineering)

Prof. K.R. Hebbar Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in M.Tech. (Materials Engineering)

Smt. Sarojini Pillay Gold Medal instituted by Prof. T.C.M. 
Pillay for the student with best academic record in M.Tech. 
(Process Metallurgy)

Dr. Saroja R Hebbar Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in Master of Computer Applications 
(M.C.A.)

Prof. G.H. Kulkarni Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in M.Sc. (Chemistry)

Mohan V Hosur Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in B.Tech. (Chemical Engineering)

Prof. M.N. Shivshankar Gold Medal for the student with 
best academic record in B.Tech. (Civil Engineering)

Dr. R.K. Yaji Gold Medal for the student with best academic 
record in B.Tech. (Civil Engineering)

Prof. M.R. Shenoy Memorial Prize for the student with 
best academic record in B.Tech. (Electrical & Electronics 
Engineering)

Prof. K.M. Hebbar Gold Medal for the student with 
best academic record in B.Tech. (Electrical & Electronics 
Engineering)

Karthik Alloys Gold Medal instituted by Sri. Bhupal 
Gopala, Chief Promoter of Karthik Group of Companies, 
for the student with best academic record in B.Tech. 
(Metallurgical & Materials Engineering)

Prof. H.V. Sudhaker Nayak Gold Medal for the student 
with best academic record in B.Tech. (Metallurgical & 
Materials Engineering)

Lanka Suresh & Maddi Sai Madhav

Santhra Krishnan P

Midhun P M

Jasleen Kaur

Vedashree Somadeva Marathe

Nihal Mohamed Naeem

Balaji G R

Balaji G R

Chaitali Shah

Chaitali Shah

Swathilakshmi

Swathilakshmi
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SMIORE Gold Medal for the student with best academic 
record in B.Tech. (Metallurgical & Materials Engineering)

Hutti Gold Mines Medal for the student with best 
academic record in B.Tech. (Mining Engineering)

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in B.Tech. (Mechanical Engineering)

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best academic 
record in B.Tech. (Electrical & Electronics Engineering)

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best    
academic record in B.Tech. (Civil Engineering)	

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best    
academic record in B.Tech. (Electronics & Communication 
Engineering)

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best    
academic record in B.Tech. (Chemical Engineering)

1986 Batch Gold Medal for the student with best    
academic record in B.Tech. (Metallurgical & Materials 
Engineering)

Prof. K. L. Bhat & Prof. P. Prasad Rao Gold Medal for the 
student with best academic record in M.Tech. in the 
Division of Mechanical and Chemical Systems

Prof. Shuichi Torii Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in B.Tech. (Mechanical Engineering)

K. Subbarayappa Gold Medal for the student with best 
academic record in M.Sc. (Physics)

Department of Mechanical Engineering Gold Medal for 
the student with best academic record in M.Tech. in 
Mechanical Engineering department

Swathilakshmi

Rishitesh Prajapati

Karthik Rao M

Chaitali Shah

Balaji G R

Deeksha M S 

Nihal Mohamed Naeem

Swathilakshmi

Santhra Krishnan P

Karthik Rao M

Dhawalikar Saee Mahesh

Aishwarya Pillai
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	 32	 Dr. A.U. Ravi Shankar	 Member

	 33	 Dr. K. Swaminathan	 Member

	 34	 Dr. Varghese George	 Member

	 35	 Dr. S. Shrihari	 Member

	 36	 Dr. Sitaram Nayak	 Member

	 37	 Dr. Subhash C. Yaragal	 Member

	 38	 Dr. Shashidhar G. Koolagudi	 Member

	 39	 Dr. K. Chandrasekaran 	 Member

	 40	 Dr. Annappa	 Member

	 41	 Dr. P. Santhi Thilagam	 Member

	 42	 Dr. Ashvini Chaturvedi 	 Member

	 43	 Dr.  T. Laxminidhi	 Member

	 44	 Dr. Sumam David S.	 Member

	 45	 Dr. Muralidhar Kulkarni	 Member

	 46	 Dr. John D’Souza	 Member

	 47	 Dr. Neelavar Shekar Vittal Shet	 Member

	 48	 Dr. Gururaj S. Punekar	 Member

	 49	 Dr. K Panduranga Vittal	 Member

	 50	 Dr. Udaykumar R. Yaragatti	 Member

	 51	 Dr. B. Venkatesa Perumal	 Member

	 52	 Dr. Shubhanga K.N.	 Member

	 53	 Dr. Jaidhar C.D.	 Member

	 54	 Dr. G. Ram Mohana Reddy 	 Member

	 55	 Dr. R. Madhusudhan	 Member

	 56	 Dr. A. Kandasamy	 Member

	 57	 Dr. Suresh M. Hegde	 Member

	 58	 Dr. Santhosh George	 Member

	 59	 Dr. B.R. Shankar	 Member

	 60	 Dr. Murulidhar N.N.	 Member

	 61	 Dr. Shyam S. Kamath	 Member

	 62	 Dr. S.M. Kulkarni 	 Member

	 63	 Dr. Ashok Babu T.P. 	 Member
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	 64	 Dr. G.C. Mohan Kumar 	 Member

	 66	 Dr. Gangadharan K.V.	 Member

	 67	 Dr. Shrikantha S. Rao         	 Member

	 68	 Dr. Ravikiran Kadoli 	 Member

	 69	 Dr. H. Suresh Hebbar	 Member

	 70	 Dr. S.M. Murigendrappa	 Member

	 71	 Dr. K. Narayan Prabhu	 Member

	 72	 Dr. Jagannath Nayak	 Member

	 73	 Dr. Anandhan Srinivasan	 Member

	 74	 Dr. Udaya Bhat K.	 Member

	 75	 Dr. Aruna M.	 Member

	 76	 Dr. Ch. S.N. Murthy	 Member

	 77	 Dr. V.R. Sastry 	 Member

	 78	 Dr. M. Govinda Raj	 Member

	 79	 Dr. Harsha Vardhan	 Member

	 80	 Dr. Ajith K.M.	 Member

	 81	 Dr. N.K. Udayashankar	 Member

	 82	 Dr. H.D. Shashikala	 Member

	 83	 Dr. M.N. Satyanarayan	 Member

	 84	 Dr. Rajesh Acharya H.	 Member

	 85	 Dr. Aloysius Henry Sequeira	 Member

	 86	 Dr. K.B. Kiran 	 Member

	 87	 Dr. Shashikantha Koudur	 Member

	 88	 Chairman - CCC 	 Member	
		  System Manager, CCC                                                                

	 89	 Dr. Mallikarjuna Angadi, Librarian	 Member 

	 90	 Shri K. Ravindranath, Registrar	 Secretary
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